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The Honorable Arlen Specter 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Specter: 

I have received your letter of August 1, 1988, regarding 
Dr. Crocetti's assessment of the Marjol Battery Site, located 
in Throop, Pennsylvania. After reviewing the allegations that 
Dr. Crocetti has made, I certainly understand the urgency of your 
concern for the health of the citizens of Throop. However, let 
me assure you that there is no foundation to Dr. Crocetti's 
allegations and EPA is currently seeking an explanation from Dr. 
Crocetti regarding her statements. I will gladly comment on 
Dr. Crocetti's allegations in order to give you the assurances 
you need for the health of your constituency in Throop, Penn
sylvania. Each of the major points will be addressed in the 
order in which they were raised by Dr. Crocetti. 

In the second paragraph Dr. Crocetti states that "The 
Company agreed to pay for the cost EPA set for the term of 
the operation". While Dr. Crocetti is correct that this 
massive operation is being conducted without Superfund dollars, 
this statement indicates that Dr. Crocetti is not familiar with 
the Administrative Order she has criticized. No where in the 
Order is a cost figure set, indeed the Order is on a performance 
basis specifically excluding costs from consideration. In other 
words, Gould, Inc., the Respondent to the Order, must address 
the emergency regardless of the cost. Indeed, the estimated 
costs to Gould, Inc., for the project have already risen dramatically 
based on sample results which have shown the extent of contamination 
(not however, the levels of contamination) to be more wide spread 
than originally estimated. The group at EPA who negotiated the 
Order for EPA is the CERCLA Removal Enforcement Section and their 
actions in this matter, and all their efforts, save the expenditure 
of public funds. 

Another point of contention is Dr. Crocetti's description 
of EPA's performance of the work. She states that EPA's first 
phase is to remove contaminated soil from the plant site. This 
is incorr•c·~·L Aa you. were told during your site visit, EPAs 
priority is' to remove significant levels of contamination 
in the residential areas. This misstatement is difficult 
to understand because Dr. Crocetti watched the soil removal 
proceeding at the residences in the neighborhood. 
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As for the risk to the workers and people in the 
area, Dr. Crocetti simply failed to examine the facts. 
At no time did she contact EPA, for any purpose, but most 
significantly she did not seek to review the air monitoring 
data files which show no significant air releases. Nor did 
she review site safety files which assure strict adherence 
to OSHA rules. After Dr. Crocetti's statements, EPA asked 
OSHA to inspect the operation. Although we have not received 
the OSHA report, we are confident that they found no major 
infractions of safety practices due to the diligence of our 
site safety monitoring. We also have asked Dr. Crocetti to 
review our air monitoring data which has already been sent to 
her. This analysis shows that atmospheric levels in the soil 
excavation area and in the surrounding neighborhood were better 
than the national ambient air quality standards. We will send 
Dr. Crocetti a copy of the OSHA report when it is available. 

Contrary to her statements, extensive and effective dust 
control methods were in place during her visit, which she simply 
failed to observe. The air monitoring which has been ongoing 
since work began in April shows that these measures have been 
effective and were effective on the day of her visit. Most of 
our analyses show that lead levels are below detection limits. 
The EPA relies on analytical data, not casual observations. As a 
scientist, she should have sought this data before commenting on 
it. I can only hope that now she will set the record straight 
and relieve the anxiety her comments have caused the citizens of 
Throop and you. EPA is continuing to coordinate its efforts with 
the Centers for Disease Control, the Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry, Pennsylvania Department of Health, Penn
sylvania Department of Environmental Resources and other interested 
parties to assess the effects of the Marjol Battery Site on children 
and adults of Throop. EPA's actions at Marjol will continue to 
be based on scientific data and the law. 

Dr. Crocetti's points in Paragraphs 6 and 7 of her report 
are in error. For one week prior to excavation, e.g., 10 days 
prior to Dr. Crocetti's visit, fire hoses were used to wet down 
the soil. These hoses were also operational during Dr. Crocetti's 
visit evtl~~~ ... ~!cJ;.inchea of rain fell on the area during the 
six days p'!tllr~O"''e~~isit. In fact, nearly an inch of rain was 
recorded on the day before her visit. Air monitoring and adequate 
safety measures were and are being used. Dr. Crocetti's assumption 
that we are causing severe lead migration problems is simply not 
true, and our analytical data prove this. It is on the basis of 
her false assumptions that she made the recommendations that the 
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work be stopped and the citizens be moved. We don't believe that 
stopping the work now is ip the best interests of the people of 
Throop. 

As for moving citizens from their homes, it has been EPA's 
stated position from the beginning that citizens, whose yards are 
being excavated, will be offered alternative living accommodations, 
if necessary. During such activities each home will be sealed as 
a precautionary measure. EPA believes that it would not be safe 
to have these citizens home while heavy equipment and construction 
activities are taking place in their yards, nor could EPA ask the 
operators of the equipment to work with young children playing in 
the area. The residents of the first five homes to be excavated, 
which will begin within a week, have been offered such assistance. 
Furthermore, Gould, Inc., and EPA are planing measures to provide 
security for these homes during the owner's absence. 

Dr. Crocetti also raises the question of cleaning inside 
homes, and once again she mistakes the intent of the Order 
and EPA's position. The Order calls for a cleanup of signifi
cant levels of off-site contamination and is not otherwise 
limited except that the contamination must be from the Marjol 
site. Interior house dust samples have been taken. When 
these results are available, EPA will again seek the guidance 
of CDC and ATSDR. At that time, decisions on the necessity 
for clean-up will be made, but these decisions cannot be made 
before health experts have the opportunity to review the data. 

As for the authority to halt the work at the Site 
which Dr. Crocetti states EPA does not have, Dr. Crocetti 
has again failed to consult the Order. EPA does have this 
authority which is clearly stated in the Order. Authority 
to halt the work is held by EPA's Project Coordinator, 
Bill Steuteville. I assure you that EPA and Bill clearly 
understand and respect the authority we are given. 

As for Dr. Crocetti's last 3 recommendations, EPA has 
always been willi to work with and discuss the Site with any 
re EPA understands that the medical 
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study which was undertaken by the Responsible Party, federal, 
state, and local health officials will continue. Lastly, the 
CDC has been involved at the Marjol Site and will continue 
to be consulted in all health related matters. 

The potential health and environmental problems posed 
by the Marjol Site are considered to be serious and they are 
therefore receiving the full attention and best efforts of 
scores of professionals. These professionals not only 
represent Federal and State agencies, but include personnel from 
Gould, Inc., the site owners, and their contractors who are 
performing outstanding work under difficult circumstances. 

I assure you that the critical problems at the the 
Marjol Site will continue to receive my attention and the 
direct attention of James Seif, EPA's Region III Administrator. 
Jim's personal response to Dr. Crocetti is also enclosed. 
EPA shares with you a great concern for the health of the 
citizens of Throop. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have further 
questions. 

Sincerely, 

Lee M. Thomas 
Administrator 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

The Honorable Arlen Specter 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Specter: 

Pub I ic Health Service 

Agency for Toxic Substances 

R. ·~c~-,\l£:"0. and Disea:e Registry 
ll - .,.., ·"""" .. tf .~..... Atlanta GA 30333 

AUG 2 2 1988 

E :- •- . :: · ; ~ ; < I ri 
OfMC't m: ~~AL ~!.::1/:!I~AlOi 

AUG 1 7 19B~ 

Thank you for your letter of August 1 on behalf of Dr. Annemarie Crocetti 
expressing concerns for the health of residents in Throop, Pennsylvania, 
living near the Marjol Battery site. 

As you requested, we have reviewed Dr. Crocetti's comments and the 
information available in our files on past, present, and planned actions 
by several Federal and State agencies involved at the Marjol site. We do 
not concur with Dr. Crocetti's statement that "The situation constitutes 
a public health crisis of major proportions •••• " We believe the 
issues raised by Dr. Crocetti either have been, are, or will be addressed 
by the agencies involved in the environmental and public health issues 
related to the soil lead contamination at Marjol. 

The principal agencies involved at this site are the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), Pennsylvania Department of Health, Pennsylvania 
Department of Natural Resources, Centers for Disease Control (CDC), and 
the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR). These 
agencies work very closely with one another to ensure protection of the 
environment and public health. 

In 1980, a childhood lead survey in the area around the Marjol Battery 
site was conducted and did not reveal any unusual elevation of blood lead 
levels. On-site soils contained very high levels of lead; CDC 
recommended restriction of the site until it could be remediated. 

This area of Pennsylvania has had a childhood lead screening program for 
some years, and the medical community is well aware of the problem of 
childhood lead toxicity. The lead laboratory at the Kirby Medical Center 
is one of the better lead laboratories in the United States. 

The ATSDR became involved at the Marjol site in May 1987 when we 
performed a health consultation at the request of EPA. Subsequently, 
other consultations have been performed by the Agency in response to 
requests from EPA and the Pennsylvania Department of Health. These ATSDR 
health consultations concluded that the level of lead in soils 
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constitutes a potential health hazard to area residents. Among the 
recommendations made by ATSDR were the collection of additional 
environmental samples to characterize the off-site migration of lead; the 
establishment of erosion control measures to prevent further off-site 
migration into residential areas; and the recommendation to restrict 
human access to soil with lead levels in excess of 1,000 parts per 
million (ppm). These consultations were considered by EPA and the 
Pennsylvania Department of Health in developing their plans for 
environmental and public health actions. 

In her letter to you, Dr. Crocetti expressed concern about the adequacy 
of the work plan and site safety plan for the EPA remediation work at the 
Marjol site. The EPA has the statutory and regulatory authority to 
conduct site remedial work and other risk management activities related 
to hazardous waste sites. A specific response to Dr. Crocetti's concerns 
on the EPA remediation is more appropriately handled by the EPA Region 
III Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response. We have discussed 
Dr. Crocetti's concerns with both EPA and State health and environmental 
agencies. The EPA is providing ATSDR with copies of the work plan 
referenced in Dr. Crocetti's letter, the site safety plan, and the most 
recent on-site and off-site environmental sampling information. We 
anticipate receiving this information in the very near future. We will 
prepare a written assessment of the potential public health impact of the 
Marjol Battery site, including our recommendations for further public 
health followup, should this be indicated. A copy of this Health 
Assessment will be sent to you as soon as it is completed. 

We do not believe it is necessary to evacuate the population during the 
cleanup, provided appropriate dust control measures are taken. The ATSDR 
has discussed with EPA the need for the contractor to follow scrupulously 
the worker protection plan for wearing masks, protective clothing, 
showering, washing hair, etc. The EPA has assured us that these measures 
are being followed. 

Dr. Crocetti also recommended that further health studies should be 
performed, and that environmental sampling (dust) be performed inside 
area homes. Our Health Assessment, mentioned in the preceding paragraph, 
will address her recommendations regarding these issues. For your 
information, during the week of July 11 the Pennsylvania Department of 
Health conducted a blood lead screening survey in the community. 
Although we have not yet received the written reports from the 
Pennsylvania Department of Health, we continue to work very closely with 
them and know that, of the 319 children tested, 1 child had a blood lead 
level exceeding 25 micrograms per deciliter, and 6 had levels between 
15-24 micrograms per deciliter. Household dust samples were collected 
from 25 homes at the same time as the blood lead survey. Of the 25 homes 
tested, 23 were above 500 ppm of lead. These findings are consistent 
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with previous results from the childhood lead screening programs 
conducted in the past in this area of Pennsylvania. Most homes built 
before 1950 contain large amounts of lead paint. The dust lead levels in 
older homes may be related to lead paint and not soil lead. The houses 
with the five highest lead levels have been resampled, and the health 
department expects these results back in the next few weeks. If you have 
further questions regarding the health studies recently conducted by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Health, please contact Drs. James Fox or James 
Logue at the health department (717/787-1708). 

In summary, CDC and ATSDR have been and will continue to work closely 
with the other appropriate Federal and State agencies responsible for 
protecting the environment and public health at the Marjol site. 

Again, thank you for your letter and your interest in protecting the 
health of the community. If you have further questions, please let me 
know. 

cc: 
Pennsylvania Department of Health 
EPA/OSWER 

J..]PA Region III 

•'C ;o• -.:..-~· 

s~,erely ·yo\irs '. ~- :·. ,·· -:~ 

l. -·- /' ,; • {':.;~ r~t,_,~ 
, ;.,..-·-:·•.;""v-7_,._,:- ~/ ~ \ ... ~·· " 

l 
James 0. Mason, M.D., Dr.P.H. 
Assistant Surgeon General 
Administrator 
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ARLEN SPECTER 
PENNSY'LVA~IA 

Dr. James Mason 
Director 
Centers for Disease Control 
1600 Clifton Road, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30333 

Dear Dr. Mason: 

Bnittd ~tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

August 1, 1988 

COMMIT":"EES 

JUDICIARY 
APPROPRIATIONS 

VETERANS' AFFAIRS 
INTELLIGENCE 

I am writing regarding a report recently provided to me on the 
potentially serious situation surrounding the cleanup operation at the 
Marjol Battery & Equipment Company sit~ in Throop, Pennsylvania. The 
report was prepared by Dr. Annemarie F. Crocetti, who is considered a 
leading expert on lead control and contamination and was invited by 
the local citizens group, Halt Environmental Lead Pollution (HELP), to 
study the situation. 

Dr. Crocetti recently studied the cleanup operations currently 
underway at the site, and based on her observations, stated that "the 
situation constitutes a public health crisis of major proportions." 
The Crocetti Report reviews in detail the three-phase cleanup plan 
agreed to by the EPA and raises a number of serious concerns regarding 
implementation of this plan. For example, the report states that dust 
control is not adequately addressed. In addition, there is no plan to 
monitor lead absorption levels which may result in a "sharp dangerous 
increase in blood lead levels" in children living in the area. The 
report also indicates that the workers themselves may be in jeopardy 
from potentially harmful and dangerous working conditions. 

Dr. Crocetti is particularly distressed by the fact that the 
local residents have not yet been moved out of the area nor does a 
plan exist to remove residents and seal their houses during the 
cleanup process. The report concludes that "this inadequate plan is 
an urgent problem, indeed, to say nothing of the risk to workers, 
their families and especially to the children." Dr. Crocetti 
recommends an immediate cessation of the cleanup and a formulation of 
new plans to ensure the safety of the area residents during the 
cleanup process. Enclosed is a copy of the report. 

In light of these findings, I request you review the report and 
accord it your immediate and full attention. Furthermore, I request 
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that the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) take all appropriate action 
in light of this report to ensure the health and safety of local 
residents. I also would appreciate receiving from CDC its assessment 
of the report and a complete analysis of any potential lead 
contamination which may threaten the community. 

Thank you for your personal 

AS/mr 
Enclosure 

to this important matter. 
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ANNEMARI E F • CROCE'r'rl , Dr • P • H. 
31 Union Square West 

Apt.ll·A 
New York, New York 10003 

(212)675-7291 
July 29, 1988 

THE HONORABLE ARLEN SPECTER 
225 N. washington Avenue 
scranton, PA. 18503 

Dear senator Specter: 

Following yesterday's telephone conversation with Mr. Wallace 
of your staff, I am very pleased to qive you my observations on . 
the clean-up operations now underway at the Marjol Battery ' Equ~p
ment company site in Throop, PA. 

The situation constitutes a public health crisis of major pro• 
portions, and in the most urgent terms, I wish to call for your 
immeidate intervention in this situation. 

As you know, the site of a former lead battery plant now con-
tains a large dump of the lead battery residue and scrap. Te1t• 
inqs have found that the soil of the site, as well as the soil 
of the surrounding residential area ia hiqhly contaminated. A 
clean-up operation clearly was imperative. The Company has entered 
an agreement for such a clean·up with the reqional E.P.A. in Phila· 
dephia, with "Superfund" personnel. The company agreed to pay for 
the cost the EPA set for the term of·the operation. 

The plan agreed on consists of 3 phaaea. The first phase is now 
underway and consists of removal of cont~inated soil from the 
plant site. A bulldozer and truck are involved in movin; this 
soil to a temporary atoraqe spot on the location. Thouqh, of 
course, such necessary activity is well known from similar abate
ment experiences do post very real and serious risks, not only 
for the men actually doing the job, but for all persons in 'the 
area and in the path of the contaminated dust resulting !rom the 
operation. . 

' For safe and effective soil removal, it is vital that the dust level 
be kept down as much as possible so that inhalation ana re-distribu· 
tion of the lead particles is avoided, A significant characteristic 
of lead polluted dust is that it is difficult to remove from 
clothinq and the inside of dwellings, particularly rugs and up· 
holstered furniture and normal laundering and cleaning has been 
shown to be inadequate. txperts aqree that residents must be 
moved out and that houses must be sealed up durinq the operation. 
A day should elapse before openinq up the houses and they should 
then undergo special cleaninq operations before the residents 
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are to be permitted to return. nuring the first month or so after 
their return, the children must be monitored to prevent lead absorp
tion via any remaining dust. The literature contains the re~orts 
documenting that if such a procedure is not followed, the chlldren 
will experience a sharp and dangerous increase in blood lead levels. 

For the protection of the workers, they should wear goggles and 
masks. The soil and equipment in the area should be wetted down. 
They must have facilities to shower and change their clothing, 
including their shoes, before leavinQ the site. Their cars must 
be parked out of the pathway of the dust. This is essential since 
research has shown that otherwise, such workers constitute a hiqh 
health risk to themselves and their families through transporting 
of the lead. 

At present, the workinq conditions appear to lack the stringent en
forcement of and adherence to these conditions. I saw goq9lea, but 
no masks whatsoever. The wetting down appears inadequate. The 
necessary air monitorinq was not apparent. Inquiries had already 
shown that arragements for speedy analysis of air monitoting "catch" 
had not been arranged. Consequently, the result of analysis seems 
not available when most needed. The arran9ements for showering, 
changing and parking cars also appeared inadequate. 

Most distressing is the fact that the residents have not been moved 
out, nor have the houses been sealed up. ~rranqements for special 
house clean ups have not been made. They are not even part of the 
agreement. Worse, no plan exists for monitoring the childran after 
the clean-up operation. 

Instead, the residents have been instructed to keep the children 
indoors and all windows closed. I leave it to your ima;aintion 
what it is like to have small children indoors 24 hours a day with 
the windows closed and no air conditioning, not to mention that 
dust is, of course, tracked into the house when adults return from 
work, shopping, etc, The residents had. asked that the work not be 
dona during the summer vacation time, but the local eontraoto~ 
wished to do the work now. 

The second phase of the current EPA plan concerns the removal of 
soil from residences where the contamination is particularly severe. 
The number of these houses has not yet been determined. There are no 
plans to remove residents and seal the houses. There are no plans 
to monitor the children after their return and no plans for special 
cleaning and potential r~placement of ruqs, upholstered furniture 
etc., which may prove to be uncleanable. ' 

The third phase concerns soil removal where levels are relatively 
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lower. ~he num~er of residents involved has not yet been deter· 
mined. This phase ~oes not involve the removal of residents, seal• 
ing of houses, follow-up clear.1nq, ete. or child monitorinq. 

Taken as a whole, the plan is entirely inadequate and iqnores all 
experiences about safe lead abatement, and I say this based on con
versations with experts in the last few days, before and after my 
trip to Throop. 

The plan clearly shows that no attention has been paid to the pre· 
existinq long term health crisis in the community. Slood tests 
and clinical experience show that children in this community, carry 
unacceptable levels of lead in their blood and bodies. Any further 
increases will be appalling and dangerous. Increases can and will 
oour under the present plan, and worse, the increases will occur 
immediately upon exposure. Therefore, this inadequate plan is an 
urgent problem, indeed, to say nothin; of the risk to workers, their 
families and especially to the children. 

The personnel present at the site is, I believe, completely inex
perienced with the special requirements when facin; lead contamination 
with adjoining residences. The medical community is not particularly 
expert in the field of lead poisoninq, and therefore, cannot provide 
the necessary leadership. 

I am certain that the current operation should be stopped at once, 
and new plans be formulated and reneqotiated with the company. The 
personnel on the site, I believe are not in a position to stop the 
work at once. Your intervention and help is undoubtedly required 
to intervene effectively an~ promptly, 

I suqgest that the following be considered when reformulatinq the 
clean-up operation: 

1. A Committee of experts to be constituted and utilized 
in the reformulation, so that the medical and public health 
aspects are given proper consideration. I have, for my own 
interest, already been in communieation with several of them' 
and know they would be available; 

2. There is an absolute need to orqanize proper medical evalua• 
tions of the affected child population. This includes examina• 
tions before the operation starts (retrospective study) and lon;
term follow up {prospective study). Potentially, 400 children 
are involved, there are no local me~ical experts to eonduct such 
work; 
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3. The centers for Disease Control in Atlanta, ,Georqia, have 
such special experience and should be involved lmmediately. 
Normal channels for requesting c.n.c. involvement appear not 
available in this situation (local health dept.--+ state health 
dept.--+ c.o.c.). Since they appear inadequately knowledqeable 
in the field of lead poisoning, they seem , now and in the past, 
reluctant to face the nature and the existing crisis. You would 
be able to short circuit the normal "Chain of command'' and re
quest c.D.C. 's participation directly, You are in a position 
to assist in freeing up available state and local funding for 
the requested work from the relevant health departments. 

In summary, it seems to me that the current crisis is due to a 
failure on all parts to deal with the specific medical nature of 
the problem which is the very essence of it. The community has 
been bearinq an intolerable, irreversible burden for years as it 
is (children with mental retardation, etc., etc., etc.) There is 
an immediate acute danqer that this burden will increase due to the 
very efforts of improving the situation. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~{};~' 
ANNEMARIE F, CROC!TTI, Or.P.H, 

P.s. I am sending a list of references relevant to the judgments 
I have made in this letter as soon as possible. In the meantime, 
I refer to a relevant document mandated by Congress and released 
last week. I am co-author of this report: . 
Ihe Nature and Extent of Lead Poisoning in Children in the u.s. 1 A Report to Conqressz 
Issued by the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
Atlanta, Georgia. , ,. ' 
I also refer you to the October, l9B7, issue of "Child Health Alert" 
published by the PA. WICK program. 
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SCRANTON IAN 
TRIBUNE 

SCRANTON, PA 
AM-33,217 

,;· ;,,6'";}' . . . . . ji.~!.:,:c:;£ ... : .. ,.,,;,;;J.<:, r:: f · -" . ... . · .. $crantoniaDTrlbune-JERRY~IFER 
"THE·BIG CLEANUP~L"W~rkers 'coiittnue ~iand excavation ~lea'nup operations of lead In Throop. In 
tbe background is the fornierMarj_ol Battery Co. plant~~-:;r-·::c:, -n. ·-~~~ · ~;:: > ~:,~, :·~<t·i '} 

,.~aqt~.RlJ1R~.I1 {ea~ .clet};,!,JUP · 
SCRANTON - A· consultant for the :federal ~ As a result of Crocetti's report, Specter said, 

, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) who the EPA changed a number of· cleanup :pro
disagrees with the agency's lead cleanup of cedu_res that Crocetti had taken issue with. 
Throop received w·ords of. praise Friday .from , Crocetti_ complained that there was too much 
l.J.S.Sen. Arlen Specter, , ;, ;c.~.;,, .. . . "' ... ,. . _dust floating in Throop neighborhoods, and that 
.. ln .. an unusu~ist.; .. lead_- expert'· Dr. :the:,latld that's being excavated should have 
Annemarie Crocetti. of New , York City, . has been wetted down. 
criticized the EPA - the agency that retains her . Crocetti, a doctor of public health, came to 
as a consultant - and charged that the. EPA's Throop at' the request of residents there to.offer 
cleanup of Throop is faulty. · her help. She is the co- author of a lenghty 

.The EPA fired back,.at Crocetti ,and said .Report to Congress on Lead Poisoning in Chil
cleanup work' was progressing properly .,with _dren in the Unted States. The report was sent to 

, necessarysa,fetyprecautions.,.. . . : , 'hw .-., Congress last month. . ., :. . .. 
Crocetti; after visting Throop at the 'request of Crocetti also is a consultant on heavy metals 

·:Throop residents..twp_w~eksago, had.wri~ten a .(or the EPA's Environmental. Criteria and 
:report to Specter in :\Vhicb she_ took. issue.,with ;Assessment· Office, Research :.Triangle~ Park, 
.cleanup operations and said more safeguards :N.C ..... ,;:~ ,·.. _ ... ,:-;·,;:· ;:'·-'--· 
were needed for residents and cleanup workers. ~ Looking . to resolve the. dispute. between 

. The! senator said Jhe ,doctor's, ;l"eport ~had. a '.Crocetti and. EPA officials, Specter said . the 
, positive effect in that~',}tlput;~veryone.~n;top.of lederal gove~ment may have to bring in more 

their tipppy toes." · .· . ~experts to off~r; tlleir analysis ofthe,situat~on. 
Specter was asked'ifhtfwaslaliing sides'tn'the · Many Throop·:~ residents are.,. siding.· with 

war of ·words between EPA off.icials and Crocettiand are unhappy with a statement from 
Crocetti, and he responded that he naturally was the EPA saying that it's been the EPA's position 

. on the.~i~~· ()f ~\~~~~id~nts,,or.~ :I:hroop. Many from the beginning t~at citizens who~,Yjlrds are 
~:,rhroop:)fesiden,t~t1l~!S~.~y_ded"~roc~tti .for .her l>eing .'.excavated ·will .. be offered~a1~~rnative 
r~ rep()rt o_n l!!ad ilr~.~ ~otAinuriity "::·/-.,. ·i .· ·. - ·. living accommodations if n~~essazy.-l!Mt ·- t'' 
• · Specter ~id ~~~~a p~obl~~:~~-r: .. _ as. of (t 'Mem~ers .4f-J~.-;T.~r~P;;C,lt1Ze~~u~r~~P{.~f!~rge 
consta~}.,S!>'}~~~~-~~UU.• :;[':'- '·.~~\~;~· · .. -__ .· ~hat th1s "alt~mative -~1vmg", plan on~y .c8:me 

.c_ -:~l'hiSU~ 'it, unique-~siblation.!-!1 Specter said. .about recently and that m tht; past'EPA-officlal_s 
t ~"Millions"'"Of·· batteries'.:are buried 'therW?at the ;never talked about,·{"e-locallon (or.::som~. 1resx-
. form'er.M~Qol Bll.~tery<:o. land(ill} ;Jt's.scary to ·den~. . . . , ·• .... : . . : 
Hlave,all that.leaa buriecftbere_.,~·: ; I -.<.·:::~ -~ -.- -~ -· .-~ In..:..e.-rerat~~ ·. tte.~elopment, -a g_roup--called 
i ... ·;Specter. said-MJ!tr~l;'ocetti'~eport/ t!:was .· very · \COnce~n~ "C1~1zens of Lac~wa~a"G~~y has 
~lpful" and h~wa~~.9ok1n~:J for.Crocetti to rep~y ~ee!\~~~~~u~l!_l~ leaflets urg~~~eopt~t~J~tend 
~ete~~ statementlhat came. from. the EPA th1s · .. tPiease'turritOga{~ 7>'t·;,:~··~_r.:;., 

·- ~ ~ - -~ 
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iS·en. Specter visits area farm 
By Frank Schob help offset the anticipated higher 

price of feed caused by the lack of 
TIMES STAFF WRITER rain this summer. 

The bill also would make federal c::J.u .S. Sen. • Arlen Speder visted a assistance available to farmers who 
Benton TwJt. ~-mi :F'riday to can prove crop losses of 35 percent 
assess first hand the damage caused or more. 
by this year's drought and talk with Dan Naylor, who with his father, 
area farmers about a $3.9 billion Robert, hosted the senator, said, 
drought relief bill signed earlier this "We were blessed. We planted ear· 
week by President Reagan. lier that some and have got a decent 

· Before departing, the senator also crop." 
had a few words to say about the Still the Naylors will not get what 
J,l..& ~vrtonmental .E.r..otection they expected from their forages. 
A~ s a est statemeii!'"mlthe Second-cutting hay has suffered 
cl@p of leatlat the former Marjol the most, Dan Naylor said .. 
Battery Plan in Throop, former "First-cutting, we got about 90 
Gov. Dick Thombur!Ol's swearin~ in percent of normal, but our second 
as Attorney General of the Uruted cutting is only 15 percent normal." 
States and his choice for the GOP And while their com may look 
vice presidential nomination. good, Bob Naylor told the senator, 

The farmers who met with the "The stand (stalk) is probably only 
sena~· seemed most pleased with 50 percent of what it should be." 

· provis' ns of the drought relief bill Bob's other son, Dick, who farms 
desi to raise the price of milk to in Springville, Susquehanna County, 
~- . 

told Specter his corn is· about only 
half the size of the corn on his 
father's farm. 

"I won't get one-third of a crop," 
he said. / · .. 

While at least one farmer said his 
crops were close to normal, most 
said they will be forced to purchase 
more grain to feed their cattle this 
winter than they normally would. 

Mark Darling, who owns a farm 
approximately five miles from the 
Naylors, said be will be particularly 
hard hit because he purchases most 
()f his grain anyway. · 

Grain prices, he told Specter, have 
risen in the past few months from 
$157 ·a ton to $210 a ton. 

Despite the bleak reports, Specter 
said he did not feel farmers in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania have 
been hit as hard by the drought as 
farmers in central and· western 
Pennsylvania. 

"Corn on farms I have visited 

~0 view drought effects 
.... , 
• i 

~ 

~ 
there," he said, "is only half the size 
of corn I see here." · 

In the months ahead, he added, he 
plans to keep a close watch on the 
drought relief bill in an attempt to 
determine its effectiveness. . 

While he seemed to enjoy himself, 
the senator admitted that he would 
have been at the White House for 
former Gov. Thornburgh's swearing 
in as Attorney General. 
! Specter predicted Thornburgh 

''.will be good for America .. The 
·Justice Department urgently needs 
someone to do a top-notch job and I 
think he will," he said. 

Switching to lead contamination at 
the former Marjol Battery -plant in 
Throop, Specter said he remains 
"concerned" about the problem,· but 
thinks that the debate about the 
c~eanup is healthy.-
~'lt's sound to have questions 

raised," he said .. 
; And while EPA on Thursday was 

critical of a report noted lead expert 
Dr. Annemarie Crocetti prepared for 
him, the senator said he wants to see 
her reply before assessing the situa-
'tion. . 

"Crocetti's report," he said, "put 
everybody on their tippy-tippy toes," 
and while he was not prepared at 
this time to go along with her 
recommendation for a team of ex
perts to be called in to oversee the 
operation, he made it clear that this 
was one of the options he was 
considering. . 

He also indicated that he intends 
to look at the expertise EPA has in 
the field of lead poisoning. 

"I want to see," he said, "how 
much expertise EPA has in this 
area." . , 
· He did not, however, say how he 
intends to go about this, reiterating 
instead his desire to see what Dr. 
Crocetti's response to EPA's criti
cisms will be. 

' 

The senator did not hesitate When~ 
asked who he thinks George Bilslt 
should select as his rurming in.at& 
once he officially receives tlie COlt 
presidential nomination in New·;Pr._ 
leans next week. · ~ t 

"Sen. Robert Dole. He has· jh«! 
experience and maturity for the:]ob1 
He also has paid his dues," he sitidi 
noting that Dole has campaigned for 
the presidential nomination. ~: ~ 

Specter said he traveled with Bus!! 
on Tuesday and made his views 
known to him them. In fact, he saic:Ji 
of the five people who were with: lhe 
nominee that day all but one "saiO 
they felt he should pie!k Dole aS~hiS 
running mate. · . '~ ~ 

The senator went on to say that he 
felt Dukakis' record as governOr- of 
Massachusetts can be exploited ~ 
t!te Republi~ans during ~e presi9e 
ttal camp81gn, but wd he ~ 
Bush .to leave that to his 7:• 
mate. · _.: : 

. . 





taP-A. officials blast 
\.. .~,. ;_ .· 

cleanup criticism 
By Lynne Slack 
MIDVALLEY BUREAU -THROOP - Environment a! Pro-
te~t.iO!J Agency officials have blasted 
cr!tlclsm of the Marjol Batkry site 
cleanup made by noted leari expert 
Dr. Annemarie Crocetti. 

Crocetti termed the critici~:n "nit
picking,·: and said it fails to 1ddress 
her mam concern, which is the 
he~lth and safety of both nearby 
residents and workers removing con-
caminated soil. , 

n:toved from their homes, and provi
~JOns. had not been made for the 
mterwr cleanup of homes. 

She concluded that the operation 
should be stopped immediately until 
new plans had been formulated to 
address those and other issues such 
as monitoring of children's 'blood 
lead levels. 

Both Lee M. Thomas, the adminis
tr~tor o~ the EPA, and James M. 
Se1f, regwnal administrator for the 
EPA, responded to Crocetti's com-
ments to Specter. , , 

Major points of the respo~ses 
were: "The basic criticism is not details 

:>f engineering," she said. "Tile con
c.ern ~ have. is that the whole opera
tion IS bemg run without public 
health l?reve~tive ~easures. They 

're domg this as if there were no 
pie." 

• .Alr.qu~ality of the site is· ~i.rlg 
morufored and has shown no signifi- · 
cant release of lead. 

• Protection for workers is being 
taken. bas~ on the air monitoring 

,.., Crocetti, .co-author of th~ report to and m str1ct adherence to OSHA 
vongress titled "Lead Poisoning in regulations. : 
Children in the U.S.," was in Throop • Fire hoses were used to wet 
July 27 and 28 to speak witi1 res1- down the site beginning a week 
dents on effects from the lead prob- before excavation. The fact that-dust 
le~ caused by. storage ' of battery was not releasing contaminates into 
casmgs at Manol. the ~r . was backed up by the air 

The EPA criticism stemmed from momtorm~ .. 
a letter Crocetti wrote to u s s • Pro.vlSlO!ls have been made to 
Aden S~ter at his reque~t · artfr:- seal res!dentla! homes and to relo
observingthe situation in Thnop cjte residents 1f necessary. Interior 

In the letter, Crocetti noted wo;k c ea~up of the homes would be 
er~ were not adequately prot ~cted- consl?ereg once results. from dtist 
soil was not adequately wetted down sa~J> es 1 ave been received. 
to prevent dust, and air monitoring weekos~N. evelsf where released this 
of lead was not apparent. Sh·, also · me o t e 25 homes had 
stated residents had not be~n re- levels between 500 and 1,000 parts . •see EPA, Page A-7. 

~ 

'El \ blnsts criticism 
"-'..---· . 
(Continued from Page r.-1) • Stopping work would nc;>t ad-

per million a~! trcm· le\ els over dress the emergency or b~ m the 
1.000. Leveis over 500 are Cl nsidered best inte~ests. of Throop res1den~. 
a health threat. State officials have Crocetti sa1d the da)' she arnved 
recommended an interior cleanup, in Throop she ques~wned several 
but the EPA has not yet released a aspects of the work s1te. . .. 
decision on the matter. · "Every one of those cntlc1sms. 

of Marjtll cleanup 
"Because I felt the public had a 

right to be informed of the opinion of 
one of the leading lead experts in the 
world," she said. 

were immediately remediec." she 
said. "Additional air monitot1<1g was 
installed. Latex gloves were on the 
men which were not there h fore." 

On the issue of wetting de ·.vn the 
.,dil, Crocetti maintains that ;arden 
hoses, and not fire hoses, wer : being 
used the first day of her vis: t. 

Crocetti said the letter to :~pecter 
was dictated the evening :>f her 
second day in Throop and .vritten 
the next. She said there was o time 
to request and review the ai moni
t orin~> rlllt::~ rlnrinP' t.hP. int.P.r\· I. f!ro-

Crocetti said her main contention 
is that work ~hould be stopped while 
a medical protocol for the project is 
put into place. 

"Because what they're doing ulti
mately increases the potential dan
ger and the point is to remove the 
danger," she said. "Stoppage and 
the start of proper protocol would 
take two WP.f'ks." 
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EPA answerS l\llarjQl crjtic 
By Pete Grady ./.: . otnclals.' · · ·" ' ' ·· Sh~ said her sense of urgency for EPA official Lee Thomas was 

the health' of the children living addressed to Sen. Arlen Sepcter. 
Dr. Annemarie Crocetti, New near'the contaminated site is "not Self took strong exception to Dr. 

SCRANTONIAN TRIBUNE WRITER 

CLARKS GREEN - The En· 
vironmental Protection Agency Is 
looking at the lead contamination In 
Throop "purely as an engineering 
problem and not as a public health 
problem," a nationwide lead con·· 
lamination e~pert said Thursday in 
~nswer to two blistering attacks on 

.ll1er professional credibility by EPA 

Yor~ City, ~efended her call for ·. being considered," and that the Crocetti's letter to Sen. Spectet.ir! 
haltmg EPA s clean·up plans at an .. , population has been e:Jtposed for whicb she characterized EPA's 
area surrounding the for~er Gould more than .. 20 year to high· lead clean-up actions as "a public ~ealth 
Battery plant In Throop. She said · . levels ').:- .. , . , : . _ .. ~::. crisiS of major proportions and 
the clean-up operation is bemg done ·> . . •· • · . · "Inadequate." · 
without any regard .for taking,:-, ·One of the two EPA letters Self said air monitoring results 
necessary public health preventa· •. · attacking her position was a letter for dust revealed lead concentra· 
tive measures for EPA workers, written to Dr. Crocettl on Aug. 5 
affected residents. and their cbil·· from EPA regional administrator 
dren. · '-· James Self. The other letter from 

<Please turn to Pag~_Sl 

: .• l.~· .. ., 11.. ,. - : ~rs·,t'.::t . .. > : .. Hi.L 

,,,h '' · (ContiDuedtromPaleOne) .iv_ '·-

-, , ;' .•.. ·.'..-.,• I . • '.-

tions ~g. "These wer• , i th t I ··< - . . .•. "' 
taken during the soll·excava• ,n ng a c tlzens whose yards are theref9re receiving the fuil 
tions. which took place d rln . !are be~~ excavated. ,~ill be attention and best effo~: of · 
your visit. These levels .. ar: ,offered alternative living scores of professionals,~· :. ·;;; : .. 
below the detectable level 'Thif acc~mmodatlons, If necessary. Dr .. Crocettt make· her r~ 
office does not have amble~lalr l~:~:gw~r.~h b:C:i~~\'i1ch, . mark! ~ ., th~ Clark!J Green 
leadtevetsrorNewYorkCltyon )precautionary' me a ~'EP:' off~ce. of ~~ty. Diane Be~mer 
that day, but I venture to guess \believes It would n:~':: ~f . t'o: who, repre~!lts a Throop_ C:l~!~ 
that had you been ·1n Manhat• , . e · zens group. 
tan, you would have received a .hhave these cJtizens home while. . _._, 
higher I I t . . • eavy equipment and -con· 
lead.'' eve 0 ' exposu~~ t_o 1 structlon acitivitles are taking 

Dr. Croccettl said. air' lead _,place in thelr;yar.ds,:nort:could' 
levels just released lndlcat«:d iEP~ ask: the operators, of .the• 
2,000partsperm11Uonoflead _-. _equ•pmentto work-wJth:young.-· 

"As for halting .. the· work·~ i children: ·playing -,IJl the·1area.1r 
Self said, "I fall to see how that . ! The residents. of the first .five 
will' address the~<:-sense·-·~of rhomes to be evacuated which 
emergency you feel: no: -·you ! wUI begin within a week have 
recommend that no .work ~ ·1 been offered ~uch assistance.'' 1 

done.?,. . :.· ,, .. : J/;;:;:~ :.i"'~'i,~ffl •"~'he • potential• health• ~&nd' 
. . .. . . . 1· · ,., ' .. ·. ~ environmental problems 'posed -
fu I~Eresponse to her charge th'.~ 

1
. by the Marjol site are-··. con· 

e PA Is not .protectlng·the sidered to. be Jerious antt th 
health of the on·slte workeri' . '' -· ·1""' · • • · · • " ... ·:n'!·r!l~ 
Seif replled that the site wai·j 
being monitored ·daily.: :Air · 
~onitorlng has been conducted I 
smce April. Analysis of air data , 
has shown no . significant re- : 
lease of contaminan_ ts due· to 

1! 
work In progress." , , . ::: .. : ' ,; 

Iri his letter to Senf Specte~ ; 
Thomas stated: "As for the risk'-1 
to the workers apd people In the 1 
area;· Dr. CrocetU simply;faileci · 
to examine the facts. At no ttriie ·1 
did she contact EPA; for any : 
purpose, but most significantly, 
she did not seek to review the · 
air monitoring data' files which 
show no significant .. air. , .r~ i 
leases." ·:·. ·::-.- ""· .. ·.:,-~ .. : 

"Contrary to her statements, 
extensive· and effective dust : 
control methods were In place ; 
d_u~g · her visit, which · she ' 
pnple failed to observe.''J,,: _ .. • 1 

• • • • . i.· • ; f< ' ! t. ~ .,t' 

"As for moving citizens from 
their homes, it has been EPA's . 
~d position from the begin· .J 
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'Senator appe~ls · ,Il 
tO_ EeA on Marjol_ -:·:· i 

. By F-~nk Scholz· 4l - , report to Lee ThQro~: acUrums;~~r~ 
TIMES STAFF. WRITER•sc.-:,•,:;·~·<>: ~~t,~~t·:r:er~a;n~~~~r~ 

1 ~separate letters. U.S; sen. Arlen . Di~a;~diCU~:~ his -~~~ai- ~~r
~pecter on Monday asked"'lhe -mp-"'vention in the cleanup, Specter 

admiftistrator ·of the U.S. Environ- asked Thomas "for a review of- the~ 
mental. Protection Agency to ."per- points raised in Dr. Crocetti's report! 

. sonally intervene'' in the cleanup of as well as a status report on the• 
~--_·:th~-: former. Marjo_I< battery plant ____ ;__in,~-. cl. eanup ope~ations in light of· the~ 
_,_Throop and (or:-- the Centers: for~: report's fmdings.- · · - ··:;.•· 
.,Disease Controlin:AUanta;1 Ga.i;to·.-:. The senator asked.Dr. Masou·.to 
·:take ·all appropriate action to· •:en-;:. give the report his ."immediate and 
·sure the nealth and ·sarety•of local-full attention" and in light of··itsl 
residents.". :- ··- _ : , . ,_ ·, :, findings to direct. the CDC to take c. 

c: Specter. is_ sued ·the ._le~ . in : r~ _whatever action is necessary to en-t 
6f,'sponse to a.report.he;.recelVed ftom~-. sure the health .and safety--of locah. 

~--~~~~~~~~~=~--.. ~d:f~~~~~~~~,i~~t--
•·· las ·wee eet With res1dents an(f':' from CDC• 1ts:: assessment of, the _ 
_ :i:view. flrsthand U1e cleanup onead.i report. and a complete. analysis-:ot 
~ · contaminated,, soils aroundi -the';-; any 5 potential lead contaminattoi ._ 
" former Marjol-battecy.__site) : :;~-~Y:-~('- which· ~ay threaten the comintit_ 

- In her report,: Ci'ocetti criticized ·nity," he said.····. .. · .· -
the· cleanup _operations currently ' . Although, Specter did not request' 
under way and called for their im- any action _ by either the EPA o.t 
mediate cessation, while new plans CDC, Crocetti made much of the fact 
are· formUlated. ,. ·" -:' - ... ;: -'- .. · · that residents in the area of the-. 

. -. =Am:~~fO:i ~~-~- -~~r:~~t~t~~e ~~~~~P~~t=-
brought in _to help reform.pate the ·way. · . _., '.'1: 
cleanup effort. . - · ,- . : · · ·. · "Most distressing," she wrote; ·~iS' 
-• • Proper.:medical evaluations: of the fact that the residents have ·iiof 
the affected children .... , : ~ ~-- · < been moved out, nor have the hoUSeS: 
•· Involvement by the Centers for . been sealed up." . . . . ,,,. ~~ 

Disease Con trot -· · . · · · · · ' She went on to • note that no ail 
As she did during her visit to rangements for special house clean: 

-Throop, pr, CrOO..'Itti described the ups have been made. 
cleanup as a "public health crisis of "They are. not even part of the 
major proportions; <· · · -- . · -- · agreement,~' ·-she said. "Worse, n~ 

"I am certain· that· . the current plan exists .for monitoring the c~ 
operation should' be stopped at dren after the cleanup o~ration." ~ 
•once," she wrote Specter, "and new "For the protection of the work
plans. be formulated and renego- ers," she wrote; "they should wear 
tiated 'with the. company. ,,.,_ .. :- . . gog~les and· masks. The soil and 
. ~arlier in. the report, Dr. Crocetti eqwpment in the area should ; .~ : 
srud; "In the most urgent terms, I wetted down. They must have facili· 
wish to call for your immediate ties to shower . and change their 

ention in this situation." · . clothing, including their shoes, be-
pecter forwarded Dr. Crocetti's fore leaving the site." · 

--- -~------.. -- .... __ .:.... .. -- ·"'' .... ./ 
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Pm-56,500 ;sp-ecter Asi<SE-PA Head TO lnterven·e, 
__.;...-----.. . 

In Cleclin.ip of ThrOop Contamination' 
\U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter has asked under way and called for their im of the EPA, and Dr. James Mason, any aCtTon by either the EPA or 
the head of the federal Environmen- mediate cessation, while new plans director of the Center for Disease CDC, Dr. Crocetti made much of the 
tal Protection Agency to "personally are formulated. Control. fact that residents In the area of the 
intervene" in the cleanup of the She also called for a committee of In addition to his personal inter- former battery plant have not been 
former Marjol battery plant in experts to be brought in to help vention in the cleanup, Specter evacuated while the cleanup is under 
Throop. reformulate the cleanup effort, pr asked Thomas for a review of the way. 

At the same time, the Republican per medical evaluations of the af- points raised in Dr. Crocetti's report "Most distressing," she wrote, "Is 
lawmaker urged the Centers for fected children and involvement by as well as a status report on the the fact that the residents have not 
Disease Control in Atlanta, Ga., to the Centers for Disease Control. cleanup operations in light of the been moved out, nor have the houses 
take all appropriate action to "en- Dr. Crocetti described the cleanup report's findings. been sealed up." 
sure the health and safety of local as a "public health crisis of majoi'J The senator asked Mason to give Sh dd d th t ts 
residents." proportions. ) the report his "immediate and full e a. e a no arrangemen 

Specter made the requests in let- "I am certain that the current attention" and in light of its findings for special house cleanups have been 
ters written Monday in response to a operation should be stopped at to direct the CDC to take whatever made. 
report he received from Dr. Anne- once," she wrote Specter, "and new action Is necessary to ensure the "They are not even part of the 
marie Crocetti, an expert on lead plans be formulated and renego- health and safety of local residents. agreement " she said "Worse no 
poisoning who visited Throop last tiated with the company." "I also would appreciate receiving plan existS for monit~ring the chil
week to meet with residents and Earlier in her report, Dr. Crocetti from CDC its assessment of the dren after the cleanul? operation " · 
view firsthand the cleanup of lead- said, "In the most urgent terms, I report and a complete analysis of · 
contaminated soils around the wish to call for your immediate any potential lead contamination Taken as a w:.ole, Dr. Crocetti 
former Marjol battery site. intervention in this situation." which may threaten the commu- said, the cleanup plan Is "entirely 

·\ In her report, Crocetti criticized Specter forwarded Dr. Crocetti's nity," he said. inadequate and ignores all expen-
·the cleanup operations currently report to Lee Thomas, administrator Although Specter did not request ences about safe lead abate~ent." I 

.,J: 
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\Spect~.r ntoves on Marjol report 
By Matt Schwartz 
SCRANTON IAN TRIOUNE WRIT! A 

'' (.WASHINGTON, D.C. - Sen. 
1\rlen Specter has requested an 
immediate re\·iew by the ~ 
viro.!l!,UCll1al Protection Ag~nd 
the Centers for Disease Control of a 
report by a national expert on lead 
poison, who was critic a I of the 

: Marjol Battery plant clean-up 
under way in Throop. 

rn letters written to EPA 
administrator Lee Thomas and 
CDC Director James Mason, 
Specter asks both men to "review 
the report and accord it your 
immediate and full attention." 

The report was written by 
Anniemarie Crocetti, of New York 
City, a national expert on lead con---

lamination Crocetti visited Throop 
Ia~ week at the request of a local 
citizens group, Halt Environmental 
Lead Pollution <HELP). 

While in town, and later in a tetter 
to Specter dated Friday, ·She criti
cized the clean-up, which is being 
overseen by the EPA. 

Specifically, Croeetti complained 
that the removal of contaminated 
soil from the site of the former 
1\larjol Battery Co. plant was stir
ring uy lead- tainted dust that could 
be tracked into homes or breathed 
in by workers and area residents. 

"For safe and effective soil 
removal, il is vital that the dust 
level be kept down as much as 
possible so that inhalation and 
redistribution of the lead particles 
(are) avoided," she wrote to 

Specter. "Experts agree that resi
dents must be moved out and that 
houses must be sealed up during the 
operation." 
· Throop residents have not been 
·moved out of their homes during the 
·first phase of the clean-up. 
' ·In a handwritten note at the end 
'of the letter, Specter advised 
:Thomas that "This report by Dr. 
l(:rocetti raises issues which must 
'be addressed with a prompt reply 
~because there is substantial public 
,concern." . 
: The senator also asked that 
[Thomas and the CDC review 
·Crocetti's report and comment on 
·the points she raised. 

The letter to Thomas was hand
delivered to his Washington, ·n.c., 
office. The note to Mason was sent 
·via overnight express mail. Sen. Arlen Specter 

/ 
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1Report: Lead cleanup "' 
operation'inadequa.te' 

' . ' . , . I 

By Robert Curran houses. This has .not been.done idents have not been moved out 
SCRANTONIAN TRIBUNE WRITER in Throop. . : "·'·nor have the houses been sealed 
·' Crocetti wrote in the rep!>fl;.,. qp. AITangemcnts _for special 

. _1 THROOP _ An emergency "During the first montn or. s~.~ ~ouse cleanups have not been 
report sent to u.s. Sen . ..\~ ·after. their return, chil.dren··: made and they are not even 
Specter Saturday oii'"fead con:. mus~ ~~ monitored to prevent part of the agreement. Worse, 

_ tail\bration in Throop describes leaq al),sQrption ~y way of ~my no pla!l exists for monitoring 
the situation as "a public health reTa!llJog ~~~L ) ·. . the ch~ldr~.n after the cleanup 
crisis of major proportions." I~ ._su_~h Q,iP.r,e!!edure ~s not operat1on. . 

The .report calls the present foll']~~~d'1he cll.}J(irden Wlll ,ex-: i Instea<f 'C.rocetti said resi· 
cleanup plan taking place "in- peru~n~~.~'S ~r~ -d~ll~e,~O~f~dents ha;; been instruc'ted to 
adequa,te'~ an~. l)trongly urge~ ~_Jn~h~~fJ~ bJ~ll..!~t~!~~!ti•·~:.:"...o~keep t.he children indoors with: t 

that cleanup ·-o~erations b~•·•J-t:>tQ fi:~n~y" ~an4~·all wmdows closed. Crocetti 
~topped at once w1th new plans ·-wrote!· "l· leave·· it ··to·•your-· 
lormulated. . ........... ~ ... -ima~waLi~U~t,.'fhat .\t j;; like to 

The report was wr1tten by Dr. "M t d" t · .. · a have small children·tndoors 24-
1 

Annem~rie Cro~etti _ of New OS IS reSSlDg IS hours a day with the windows 
York C1ty, a nat1o!'w1~e expert the fact that the closed and no air conditioning, 
on lead contammatwn who • not to mention that dust is 
visited Throop last week to see reSidents haVe not tracked into the house when 
co~_ditio~s and offer her help to been moved out nor adult~ return from work and 
residents. shoppmg." 

In the report to. Specter, have the hOUSeS been . . . 
Crocetti said "in the most · .. . Cro~ett1 sa1d that taken as a 
urgent terms I wish to call for sealed Up ... W Qr~e,; ~hol~,;,..,"~t~·e,•-pla!' is.. entirely in~ 
yo_ur ~mm~diate intervention in. no plan exists for . . . ade9uate 'and lgnores all ex- . 
this sJtuat10n " · .· _penences about sa_fe lead 

Crocetti, a· doctor of public monitoring the abatement~'1• · ..... . 

health is a former consultant to hild ft th Blood tests, she sa1d, show· 
the f~deral Environmental C reD a er e that children in Throop carry 
Protection A~nc~A) and CleanUp OperatiOn '' un~cceptable levels· o~ lead in 
is ~-aUltior• Of a report tO A ,..,__ • their blOOd and hnth<><! n~·• 
Coru!ress nn ,.,,,1 ~~'··-- ,_- · 
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Report: Lead cleanup 
operation 'inadequate' 

. JB.ectL . 
!Scrantonian·ltlDUne 

huusc". Thi~~; has uot !Jt!un done· . idcnU. huvc:: not ~n moved out 
. in Throop. · . ;;aor have the bouiiCls been scal~ 

Croc:c::lli wrnlc in the· report: ·up. Arrangc::mcmls 'CoL· tt~cial 

By Rallet<t Curran 
SC:I-4ANlONIAN TRIBUNE Wtlfl'f.ll 

THBOOP - An emr.rgcncy "Ouriua the l'lr!:iL month or M ollOUMC clcanupti have not been 
report sent lo u.s. sm1. A.rlt'r <~ller \heir rctum. childre11 made and Liley arc ·not cvcu 
~pcctcr Salurdu)' 01, huuJ cou- mutil be monitored tn pt'tlleriL part of Lhe a&rct!mcnt. Worse, 
tan1inatiut1 In 1'hroop clcscnbcft lead absorpUon by way of any nu plan cxi11t11 for monltorin&: 
the toituation l15 .. a public heallb remaining d411l: .. the ctlildrcn aner the cleanup 

"lf such .u Pf""edUrc Ui .noL oft<'traUuu. '' · i~rilils o( major propOrLions." V" :; ,.v 
'rhe report calls ~ prosenL foll"wc~. lhe ebUdren will ·qx- · lnatcnd, Croc.-etU ~id, ret~i· 

cleanup .pllut taking .pl~c "111• perience.a·:s114,1'P q.nd dan1ero~~~~ denLli have been Lnttl.rucled lo 
lldequatc" and ·strongly urgeS' • Jl'lcreue Jn bloOd lead lovet&. '' keep Uac chUclreo indoors with 
lllat cleanup operaUons be The fint phaae oC Ulu Cl~nllp iol.ll winGow~~o closcd. Croct:Sltl 
stopped at ('Inn wilh new plan~o ··wrof.e:-···"1· ,Jc:a\1(1.'. lt ... lo your 
fo•·mulat.t<l · lma"lrwtkm what t( iii like to 

'l'be rcporl w~" 1vrilLun by Or. "M t dlstre ,. .. · 1s · have sm<&U cbildrcn tndoor& 2-1 
,\l~llomaric LnccLU or New ' OS sswg houn II day with Lbe wiodows 
York ~ity, " naLionwklc expert the fact that the closed aud no liir conditioning, 
on lead coutamlnatlon who not tu l'TMSnLlon that duet 111 
\' isilcll ·rhroop la~o~t Wt'Ck to 11et:1 ' residents haVe DOt t.ra\cke<l Into UlC hOU11e wheu 

'1dit.ions and oCfer her httlp Lo been moved OUt DOt aduiLI return frulll work IUld 
1dcnts. · shopping.'' · 

f.ht< ruporl to Specter, baV8 the hOU8e$ been 
•;ro_.,::; ;;. .... id ''in the mr~~tL led W Crocout~~aidLhat-ta.kcna&lol 
•.rg~ ... t.erm~ I Willh to call fot 5ea UP • • • Or&e, wtw>IC, "\ht! plan l6 entirely )n• 

d' t.e 1 ' tJ i 1 · ts f iddequaLe and lgnor~s all e"· ~·~;~~.r,::~~~~' n. ervCD OD D DO P an eXJS or pC!rlencC!!I aboUt liU(C lead 
~;r()(!\.\\.U. o. docLor of public: MOnitoring the ilblltemcllL.'' 

., ;o'';h, 1~ 0( former COilKUitantlO Cblldreo afte-:o the Blood testiJ, llhti tiUld, llhow 
. . federal Environmental .., that chJidJ'en in Throop carry 
'•. L(:divn Abency CEPA) and Cle&DUp operation." uucccptabl¢ levuhs of leud in 
- the co-&aut•u,r or •• report to A C tt' Lhclr blood and bo<llcFi, anc.l 

•. :ongresli on l~et<l poisonln~ in - • roce 1 ···ny rurtber incrcll&e!'; will t)C 

thitdrcu that wuK wrlt~n tor. iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii-iiiiiiiiiiiO:O ~tppalliJJ~ and dangerou~." · 
the t: .s. l>cparlmcnt of Health CrlUclZLnll Lhe work plan rruw 
: ·; ' 1uman Set•vk~~;. ls Laking place and t'Dnsit~LII ol taking ptaeu, ISbe 11ald lhat "In· 

::;me neighborhoods in !"(>ll\Oval oc conlamlnatr.d soil CfeaiiiCII can and will occur 
· :·...op are hil:hly cuaLamina- from thc·plant 81te, A bullduzer · under the prt1141nL plan, and 

• ·:1.1 wi~h duneercu:, It! ad from nncl tr\lck arc movin~ t.bls IOLI1o worse. Ult lucre~~HS will occur 
the former Marjol Battery c,). alentporoary &lyraue tlpot oa Lhc: tmmedl•tul1 upon expoaur~ 
lil•ml. Lara:e numbers ol bat· ~lt.c. Tbl5 . Inadequate phtn Ui , . 

"1es were burled at an illcgnl .croceul b _cul\c.'tlrned abouL urgentprobksm." 
1dfill Dot Mar,ol. au·boruo du11t. p4rUctcs and the Personnel at. the lilir., Cro< ~" 

I -· 
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Cle .. nup · operations Hupr.r- IIYKlcm. being ueod by ~l:'~ said; are _.c~on,plotel,y inexptS· 
- ~~ed by \.he EPA arc taking ~upcrvt.acU workerll. "The 11011 ricnt!cd wl~h tbe special 
p1acc. bul Crocdti IU111 bUco and ~uiptm4Snl. in Lhc area rcqutrcmont.tl wht:~t~ wcinllead 
L~it1cal o! lhr. ~lcs111up rnetho<.ill. shout(( bo w~U.ud down," lllld Cor conl.Dntinattou. wiU1 Mdjoin~ 
bcin~ uKcd and ~~aid load ~rU· Lhc: prot.ccU~rr oC work.,n, they realdenccA. Tho Jnedic~·l 
clcs in dU!;l can Ire carried by should wear gu1ucleti and conununtty 111 n(lt parUcularly 
Lhe wind Lu nearby homes and mu11k11, !lhC! Ulld Spccler in bcr expert ln \he fleld oC J.eac1 , 
olber neighborhoods. rcporl. poi110nilll and cannot provide 

rn her rc-pot'L Lo Specter. Worktiu ~:;boultl have thcnec-csaarykladerahJ.p ... 
which was t;Cnt to the senator bY rarllitlcs to shower aud chan~o . She . .liilld. tho "current opera· 
t\ lly. Dia1sc llc<:mcr whu !t._ .~ clot.hlng and tibOOJI, t~nd Uon 11hould be sl.opped ILL once 
rcprciWlnlH 11 Throop cltl?.cm;' thc1r cars mu11t be parkC<l out nt and QCW plahH rormulaLed. 
group, Crocctli ~ld "a I'ISntrl- the p~thway of the dust, Yol.lr ltt1.ervehU011 w required 
rant c:har<lrtt:".rlstlc ot lead pol• CroccC.tl said. prumpLiy.•• · 
luted dust 1.; thallt 1-. dltrlcUil to 'l'hc doctor: t~aiCI U'ICtiC o!HlJc· l~rocetU recommended Lbat a 1 
re111ov~ !rum dothillK and Uw gu:.rcJ:.; are e~nUal bec~Autte ·~ommltLee ~! .e~perb be 
inside oC d welilng!>, part.lcularly worker~ cawoe u. hlKh riak t.o !brought into Throop to evaluate 
rug5 and upholstered rurnf- Lhcmselvcl> and their famil1cR I'M:alth condiUona and U\at the 
lure." .She addt.'d that nom1al throu&h transporUn~t or tbc Center for Dl8ca&e Control in 
laundcrin~ and cleaning are. lead. . . . Allar •• a. Ga. IU: ln\IOhlcd In the 
iJIK(Ic~c1uat.c. Crltlci.ZinR thr. workmK pro- 'J"broop JJilW~Uon lmmcdlalefy. 

Cruc_,Ui tiald UKI)\lt\ts 4181"\:C ccdurca, lhe aald "tbc worklnp: People who live ln. nelp:hbor· 
tlult re»ldeols m&W. be moved conditions •ppcar to lal:k the hoods ncar Marjol said Satur
uul and t.hal houses mullit be !ll.rlnKent unlon.'1Sm4!nL v! thc:w da:y UUIL they were worried 
!Oe~tled up dunug the cleanup coodltlons." becauae both adulla and cbil• 
upcrauun. Sbe 11ald a day11hould CroccW said Lhat "most dis- dren were Ul and cbJidrcn had 
clap!W:! before opcninl up the ll'CAtllng l.s the fact Uuat U1c ret;- hiRh rcvcrr.. 
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• · Lea~· expert: 
Throop case 
is serious. 

(Continued from Page A-1) 

Dr. Crocetti spoke. at the home of 
Clarence and Sandie Lamanna, on 
Franko Street, several hundred 
yards from the former Marjol bat
tery plant. Hundreds of battery · 
~.:asings were buried near the plant 
and a cleanup is under way. In the 
meantime, extremely high levels of 
lead have been found in the soil in 
the neighborhood. 

"What you need to do is take all 
these children, test them to see 
what their blood (lead) levels are 
and make sure that the environ
ment is cleaned up so they don't 
absorb more," Dr. Crocetti said. 
··And the children with high levels 
have to go to a physician and be 
treated." 

The threat lead poses io children 
in Throop has become a topic of 
discussion in the local medical 
con~· ·'lity, Dr. Crocetti pointed 
out _ 

"1 _,oke to one physician on the 
phone, and I think the pediatric 
community is very worried" about 
the dangers, she said. "The half- • 
life of lead in a human is 35 
years." 

She added, "There is no point in 
pretending it is not as bad as it is." 

Dr. Croecetti, a consultant to the 
Environmental ·protection Agenc8i 
has ~udyiftfr-ttle effectS 
heavy metals since 1972. · 

"As far as we can tell, there isn't 
a safe level" of lead, she said. 
''Nobody has set a (safe) level for 
soil and dust." · 

When asked what her assessment 
of the Throop situation was, the. 
doctor replied. 'Tm horrified." ·. 

ShP added qu1ckly, however, 
"I' ying to remain neutral." 

L, particles from the soil can 
be blown in the form of dust inup 
to a half mile circumference 
around the point of origin, she said. 

"Feel the wind, it's going to blow 
all that (dust) somewhere else," 
she said. "It gets picked up and it 
gets re-entrenched." 

ThP hP" lth t-hr<>!>t "'rr ...... t .. ,.....,",~ nf 

Dr. Annemarle Crocettl, one of the nation's :foremost experts on lead poisoning In 
children, answers questions from some of the almost 150 residents of Throop who came 
to hear her s~ak on dealing with the lead problem In the borough. Crocettl's message . 
was that nothing can be done to reverse the damage to children already caused by lead. 
(Staff Photo by Michael Mullen) · ~ ' · · .... · ,., ,._ 

,. \. :,,. i.' 

Preate. reCeives CriticiSrri 
aS ex~ert:ifS'p'' :;e~kS~:~a~~~::l~·iid·., 
, . -:. ,;:;_•·c.:.· __ , ~ ~ ~::· ··. ' .f.· :.:·:·'·~' -~<:·:i;' ... .-._:.:~.';:: 1, :'.'.~~':.F :~~--: --~·_.:;,.>:.·'·. 
By Lynne: Slack~-·... ' • ,.,. also feel it was your-res~nsibility Crocetti said·thf only' reason to· --=-.....:.--------· _·.;.· ...;·...;·_ to investigate the possibllity of an · have the test done would b~ for her 
MIDVALLEY BUREAU · ·. unethical conflict of interest :with., own peace of mind; · · ' · 

. . regard to the zone change .in "There's nothing you can do 
THROOP - Citizens of the bor- Throop" for the proppsed Keystone !lbout it," she said. .. •··· ', 

oti~h criticized the mann!'lr}n Landfill extension;~ ;t....:~: ·· :: '> .:t ~"response t~·:'a question on at 
which Lackawanna County District· ..... Pfeate, who was at the meetmg · · what age do. ·children absorb more 
Attorney Ernest. _Preate Jr.- han-· and received a. copy of the letter, . lead, Crocetti ·first said _children 
died two -recent incidents in Throop offered no comment· on the matter. . are ·_'more · 'vulnerable · to· ·damage 
which · they say smacked .·of ·local Crocetti in ·.her address briefly -.·. because their immune systems are 
~~~~~~nt. co~P.tio~ in ·!l h;tte~ outli11e~f f!e~ information on the still developing; .. :r•' ' .. ::1 . · 





Marjol cleanup critiCiZed 
The' lead, she said, gets on should· luive been sealed and 

dust and Is ingested Into the· c:lealled thoroughly after the 
bloodstream. Part of .the lead, . soil work. .. . ... 
Croc:ettl said, gets 'deposited.~ Angry :l'briJop, residents are 
along the bones and can be. re- . asking for a grand jury probe of 
activated. "Under stress· or the state's Department of En
illness or pregnancy it's \'ironmental Resources (DERI 
returned · to the. bloodstream.' In regard to the contamination, 

In the Scranton and gets to the Uver and central .. '. and the residents are also pro
reglan..wlul..~ worrte!l about nervous ·.system:;_and: does·: tesUng.an ·expansion of. the 
the lead. contamlnatlon-:tnlfamage.''sbesaid. · -:'< :..._c_ •. uearb~-~Y.!l!ll!!..!.andfill into 

·· Tbroop~ . . . . . Hypertension, beart'.dlsease,,. Throop. . :. . . . · - · 
"Children; their parents, damage .to the untral nervo~:. crocettl· said a .landfill and 

pregnant women and . fetuses system · and , deformities In ... Incinerator c:an result In serious 
are all at risk," Croc:etti said. (;bildren are purportedly some ·· problems, and that ashes could 
. Croc:etti, ·a. doctor' of public: of the results of lead contaml-. be "Incredibly dangerous." . 

health, •Is. the.·c:o-author of a nation..· ; . .. , .. ,, .. ··•· i .•. ;" . .,An Incinerator, •.-$be Said, 
lengthy, report;· • "Tbe Nature ,A number. of::Tbroop.fllml1ies ·51!bouldn't be. near.a :residential 
and Extent of Lead ·Poisoning in near Marjol have said they ate., area-unless there. are absolute 

with soil being ' · Children in the United States: A vegetables. ·froni •,their .. own·. assurances that the technology 
sald~'tbe work going on now is Report:· to :~ongress." The gardens. over the .years, and Is adequate .. Throop residents 
fashioned and not too well executed. report was wrttten for the U.S. Croc:ettl said that eating the ·are unhappy about plans for an 

"When you start stlrrtng it (the Department of Health and vegetables. w.as:~ "ver·y .; Incinerator in nearby Dunmore. 
soil), it gets bloWn by the ~d and_ Human Services. ': · ·· dangerous." · :.'.> ·: . .': ~. :· .. ·, Croc:ettl ouWednesday-nlght 
can get carrted a ball, mil~ ., , .. · •;. . Sandy Lamanna, an official of Looking out at the sOil· exca- : spoke to Tbroop residents at the. . 

l'be EPA, bas set.: levels of .. &OO, Halt •Environmental ·Lead vation work,.Croc:etW said .the . Mid-Valley ·Secondary· Center rPIFER 
·parts per million as,ac:ceptable,.but ·.. Pollutlon'"'lHELPI, ·a Thtoop EPA,'s n~~on: ~ proc;e<Jur!' was :'and waJ:Ded them,ofthe.~gers ~p;1ls 
.Croc:eW pisagreed :with this and c:ltlzeos'. gtOUp," said ·Croc:etti all. rtgbt; :but~.tbat..tbe .EPA·-·ofleadpollutlon,· ·,· ,,:- • Ann 

.. said there .was no; safe le.vel·for;- cametoThtooptoofferberhelp shoUld be re.movtnj( the ·sou · Mary Ann Richardson;. whose , 
. lead. Many residents of TbtOOP say through the efforts of Thtoop systematically because "dust ·house Is located near the Marjol r . / 

<PieUe turn to Pa'~e..l41 residents Nicholas and MarleJ!,e drtfts all over the area. The plant, made telephone calls 
- - • · • _ . _ .. - Muto. · .. ,.,,, ' · · EPA should be creating as little Wednesday to Gov. Robert 

--- Tbe doctor ·was kept busy dust as possible." ~ - -:,• Casey's office and spoke to 'a 
from the time she arrtved at Croc:ettl made it . clear that Casey aide. 
Lamanna's house in Throop she didn't like what she was Richardson said she told the 
Wednesday afternoon, . , with ·seeing. She said It .w~!l, unwise ,) governor's o!llce that "tbere's a 

,reporters ~g .~e.r..;J.l!enty,,of for the .EPA to·bave ~0, •nd . .Jot of stress !D Tbroop and the 
:questions.,·;~::. : ~· . :s • dustfrom It sitting around to be people here are very con
~ Croc:ettlleft no doubt that she blown by the wind. Wetting the ceroed." 
considered the Throop situation soil piles. she said, would have , Cleanup workers were wear
crttlcal, and said tbat "In its been helpful. · · . · log face masks and protective 
own way, It's a ·Love Canal Asked if contaminated dust gear as they worked on the soU 
situation." She was referring to could blow to a wider region, In Throop neighborhoods, but 
the former Love Canal housing perhaps to other neighborhoods Richardson said residents bad 
development near Niagara and even nearby towns, sbe said nothing to protect them. 
Falls, N.oy:., where residents ltdependedonwlndpatteros. Richardson said an aide to 
had tq be evacuated and many Families near Marjol, sbe Casey told her the governor was 
people .suffered· from sertous said, shouldn't be In their "deeply concerned" and that 
health problems. homes while the soli Is being his staff was looking Into 

The contamination In Throop removed. She· said· houses relocationforsomereside!lts . 
.comes from the lormer Marjol · · "' · ·· -~--"--·-----------" 
Battery_Co. plant, which oper-
ated · an Illegal landfill and 
burted tens of thousands or 
batteries ·in the ground for 
almost 20 years. · 

Croc:ettl·sald It was "sad" If 
children In Throop have been 
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Marjol cleanup faulted 
By Robert Curran 
SCRANTONIAN TRIBUNE WRITER 

THROOP - A national expert on 
lead contamination who was a 
consultant for the federal En· 
vironmental Protection Agency 
I EPA) charged Wednesday that the 
EPA's cleanup procedures In 
Throop were being conducted lm· 
properly and In "an old-fashioned" 
manner. 

The criticism came from Dr. 
Annemarle Crocetti of New York 
City who· said the situation in 
Throop was "critical" with "chil· 
dren at . a · high risk of serious 
damage." 

She complained that Throop res· 
idents should have been tempor· 
arily re-located while the cleanup at 
the former Marjol Battery Co. plant 
is taking place, with their houses 
sealed to prevent contamination. 

Watching cleanup work taking 
place off Franko Street in Throop, 
with soil being excavated, Crocetti 
said "the work going on now Is old· 
fashioned and not too well executed. 

"When you start stirring it (the 
soil), it gets blown by the wind and 
can get carried a half mile." 

The EPA has set levels of 500 
parts per mlllion as acceptable, but 
Crocetti disagreed with this and 
said there was no safe level for 
lead. r.ta"y re!llden(!;9« Tl!niop sa}' 
· lPieasetumtoPage14) 

;1 
Scrantonian Tribune - JERRY PIFER 

LEAD WARNINGS - Dr. Anniemarle Crocettl, center, Wednesday talks about tbe dangers of lead In Throop, as 
soil excavation takes· place behind ber. From left to righ~ are Nicholas Muto, Gerl Sherwood, Mary Ann 
~.ichardson, Crocettl, Andrew Bauman, Atty. Diane Beemer and Sandy Lamanna. 

- .... --=--~~~--....··..::----·---·-
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rMii)Ofcleanup criticized~ 
The lead, she said, gets .on 

dust and is ingested into the 
[ they liv~ in ._fear. because of, bloodstream. Part of the- lead, 
; extreme· lea_d· -levels· of 5,000, Crocetti said,.- gets deposited 
\ 9,000 and more: including one along the bones and can be re
i test that hit 19,000 parts per activated. . "Under- stress or 
e million: illness or pregnancy it's 
; Crocetti said she has talked to returned to the bloodstream 
, pediatricians in the Scranton . and gets to the liver and central 
•- region who are worried about ne.rvous system and does 
~the lead contamination in damage," she said. 
l Throop. Hypertension, heart disease, 

(Continued from Page One) 

t
! "Children, their parents, damage to the central nervous 
pregnant women and fetuses system and deformities in 
are all at risk," Crocetti said. children are· purportedly. some 

.• ~ Crocetti, a doctor of public of the results of lead contami
i health, is the co-author of a nation. 
·lengthy report, "The Nature A number of Throop families 
; and Extent of Lead Poisoning in near Marjol have said they ate 
•'i Children in the United States: A vegetables from their own 
1 Report to Congress." The gardens over the years, and 
\ report was written for the U.S. Crocetti said -~hat eating the 
·Department. of Health and vegetables wa~: ·.~very 
- Human Serv1ces. dangerous." ·. - -

Sandy Lamanna, an official of . Looking out at the soil exca· 
: Halt Environmental Lead vation work, Crocettti said the 
4 Pollution CHELP), a Throop EPA's notion of procedure was 
l citizens' group, said Crocetti all right, but that the EPA 
\ came to Throop to offer her help should be removing the soil 
l through the efforts of Throop systematic~lly because "dust 
I residents Nicholas and Marlene drifts all over -the area~ The 
f Muto~ _-. · · .- EPA should_be creat~ng ~~ lit~l~ 
l The"·doctor was kept busy dust as possJble;R·, ~~· ·· ·' • ::·· · ". 

from ,the~time she arrived_· at Crocetti made: lt'·clear that· 
! Lamanna's house in Throop she dido 't like ·what · she was 

Wednesday afternoon, with ·seeing. She said it was unwise 
reporters asking her plenty of for the EPA to have soil and 

: questions. dust from it sitting around to be 

l Crocetti left no doubt tha~ she blown by the wind. Wetting the 
considered the Throop situation soil piles, she said, would have 

· critical, and said that "in ·its been helpful. . 
: own way, it's a Love Canal Asked if contaminated dust 

situation." She was referring to could blow to a wider region, 
the former Love Canal·housing perhaps to oth~r nelgllb_orhoods 

' development-· near Niagara and even nearbytowns, she said 
Falls, N.Y., where residents it depended on wind patterns. · · 

1 had to be evacuated and many Families near Marjol,- she 
people suffered from serious said, shouldn't be in their 
health problems. homes while the soil is being 

The contamination in Throop removed. She .said houses 
comes from the former Marjol 
Battery Co. plant, which oper
ated an illegal landfill and 
buried tens of thousands of 
batteries in the ground for 
almost 20 years. 

Crocetti said it was "sad" if 
children in Throop have been 
living in lead-contaminated 
neighborhoods for the past 10 
years. 

should have been scaled and 
cleaned thoroughly after the 
soil work. 

Angry Throop residents are 
asking for a grand jury probe of 
the state's Department of En
vironmental Resources (DER) 
in regard to the contamination, 
and the residents are also pro
testing an expansion of the 
nearby Keystone Landfill into 
Throop. 

Crocetti said a landfill and 
incinerator can result in serious 
problems, and that ashes could 
be "incredibly dangerous." 

An incinerator, she said, 
shouldn't be near a residential 
area unless there are absolute 
assurances that the technology 
is adequate. Throop residents 
are unhappy about plans for'an 
incinerator in nearby Dunmore. 

Crocetti on Wednesday night · ' 
spoke to Throop residents at the 1 
Mid-Valley Secondary Center 
and warned them of the dangers 
of lead pollution. 

Mary Ann Richardson, whose . 
. house is located nearthe Marjol 
plant, made telephone calls 
Wednesday to,, Goyt,. Robert 
Casey's office and spoke to a 
Caseyaide. _~ ...... _ .... · _,., · 

Richardson said she· told the 
governor's office that "there's a 
lot of stress in Throop and the 
people here are very con
cerned." 

Cleanup workers were wear
ing face masks and protective 
gear as they worked on the soil 
in Throop neighborhoods, but 
Richardson said ·residents had 
nothing to protect them~ 

Richardson said· an· aide · to 
Casey told her the governor was 
"deeply concerned" and that 
his staff was looking into 
relocation for some residents. 
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''Leading expert on lead __ , 
to address Throop issue 

THROOP·- Dr.:Ann Marie Crocetti, one of the nation's leading experts 
on lead, will speak at an open meeting Wednesday at 7:30p.m. at the Mid-
Valley Secondary Center. · ·. • · 

Nick Muto, a member of Halt> Environmental Leaa Pollution (HELP), 
said the group has arranged to have Crocetti s~n ~ areas of 
concern. . ·. · . · · · · · 

First, he said Crocetti will tell parents how to interpret the results of 
the blood lead level tests ~iven the week of July 12 to area children: 

"What we' want to do 1s give people a framework," he said. 
Muto said some ~rents have already received results of the tests given. 

by the Kirby Memorial Health Center and paid for by Gould Battery, owner 
of the Marjol Battery site. , . · .· · 
. Results were expected to have been sent first to those parents whose 
children had high levels of lead, but all parents whose children took the test 
will receive results. · · · . . . ·. . .. · · , . 

Muto said Crocetti will also explain further. testing methods, similar tO 
an X-ray, that will detect lead levels in bone. · ... · . :. ..\-~ · 
. .. A . prominent local physician has reportedly·· discovered '"through 
examinations of local children that in some cases the lead poisoning has 
penetrated ~e bone marrow. ·That may depress th .. e lea~ levels. found in. the 
blood of children who were tested. · ·· · · · · - · , - • · .. 

· The physician has also reportedly found that the lead poisoning has 
spread to chidren in other boroughs, and that the state Department of 
Health haS been aware of the seriousness of the: situation for some time. 
. · Sources who released the infQrmation to The Times declined to. identify ~ 

.the physician until he calls an expected press conference later this week to 
release his rmdings. · · · , . . , . · . : : :':. , . . . · · I 

Finally, Muto · said Crocetti · will address .··health · ·coneerns ' of: lead 
~:O~s a:~~il;lle d~gers of_ the cl~up ofr~~~~~tia! ~~·:.~-~~)~as. 

Crocetti is the co-author of a report prepared for Congress on the
effects of various lead levels on children, has :wo. rked as. an·E!!Yi!:PJlmental 
~~~~~d~cons~~t, ~d \\'as ~volved.,in ~~velop~g~Irst.~e~d ·· 

Her recent . cOngressiolial ·report indicates a need ·to lower accepted 
blood levels ·in children from 25 to at least 20 micrograms per deciliter.· 

Lead poisoning has been associated with a host of problems c.ranging · 
f!.:<>Jll hyperactivity and learning, disabilities at clow :levels to ki.· ·~ey/ 

'-a;orders and liver problems at high levels. . y 

.. 

. ··. 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION Ill 

S.C1 Chestnut Building 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107 

~nnema~ie F. C~ocetti 
31 Union Squa~e ~est 
Apa~tment 11-A 
~ew Yo~k, ~ew Yc~k 10003 

Dea~ Ms. C~ocetti: 

AIJG 5 1998 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Region III Office 
of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
t~ voice a strong objection to the conclusions you reached 
in your July 29, 1988, report concerning the Marjol Battery 
Site (Site) in Throop, and to the manner in which you made 
your findings public. 

Because EPA shares the citizens' concerns about the high 
levels of lead at Throop, Pennsylvania, we have entered 
into an agreement with the Site Owner, Gould, Inc., to 
expedite an emergency removal at the Site. Tha- agreement 
is legally enforceable. In addition to workin~ ~ith Go~:d, 
Inc., we are also closely coordinating our efforts with ~ne 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the Pennsylvania Depart
~ent of Environmental Resources (PA DER) and the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health (PADOH) to assure the protection of the 
health of the residents of the area and the Site workers. 
We believe that this level of coordination is a responsible 
approach to the problem. The goals of this phase of the 
project are the following: 

1. the removal of significant lead contamination from offsite 
areas, particularly from residential properties; 

2. the securing of the Site against inadvertent or unauthorized 
entry and resultant contact with onsite contamination; 

3. the stabilization of the Site to control offsite migration 
of lead contamination; and 

4. the conducting of a complete study of the extent, depth 
and concentration of contamination both on and off the.Site. 



Although you have yet to communicate your c:once rn.s a.Jo'.~ t 
the Site to me or any of my staff, we have read your re~ort 
and the news releases of your recent visit to the area. I 
cannot understand how as a scientist, you can criticize our 
work without attem~ting to ~nderstand our goals or seeking 
out our readily available technical information. I would not 
~ermit this kind of workmanship from a member of my staff. I 
have, therefore, ~re~ared a brief summary of some points you 
raised durin; your speech which we consider to be among the 
most flagrantly inaccurate. I hope that you will reflect 
upon these and respond to me with any data you have which 
sup~orts your position. 

l. When you were asked why EPA would do such a poor job, you 
responded that " ••• Throop is a small town where EPA can 
get away with it so they can run rough shod over you " 

My response to you is that my staff has been in Throop 
since April, dealing with this critical problem. I personally 
visited the Site on July 13, and met with area residents for 
a lengthy discussion of our efforts. An important part of 
this work is communicating our plans and accomplishments to 
the area residents so they understand the work being performed 
and our level of involvement. Toward this end, we have met 
with the residents in their homes; at public meetings; we 
have met with their elected and community leaders both in 
Philadelphia and Throop; and we are committed to continue 
these meeting until the job is done. Were you at any of 
these meetings? Will you leave Manhattan for any of the 
many future meetings? 

2. You have charged that EPA is not protecting the health of 
Site workers. 

My response to you is that under the direct supervision 
of an extremely competent and experienced senior EPA Enforce
ment Officer, Bill Steuteville, Gould has hired fully trained 
professional consultants and contractors who are knowledgeable 
of OSHA requirements. This is of paramount importance for 
work associated with hazardous waste cleanups, and we do it 
as a matter of course. Further, the Site is monitored daily 
by two site safety specialists to assure adherence to worker 
protection regulations. Personal and work area air monitoring 
has been conducted since work began in April. Analysis of 
air data has shown no significant release of contaminants due 
to work in progress. The required levels of protection for 
workers are based upon those results; however, any worker 
wishing more stringent levels of personal protection will 
find additional equipment readily available to them in the 
decontamination trailer. Are you familiar with OSHA rules? 
Did you review the release data? Did your brief visit include 
discussions with any of our workers? 



3. You have charged that at the time of your visit, the 
excavated soils were not wet enough and should therefore be 
sprayed with water. 

My response to you is that at the time of your visit and 
for ten days prior to that time, fire hoses were operational 
to effect ~etting of the work area. ·You might also take 
comfort in the fact that in addition to our efforts, 3.8 
inches of rain fell on the area on the six days prior to your 
visit. In fact, nearly one inch fell on July 26, one day 
before you came. Did you not see the hoses? Did you touch 
or measure a reasonable number of soil samples? Did you see 
dust blowing anywhere? 

4. When asked where 
you replied, "it was 
report you said " 
location." 

the excavated soils were being placed, 
being dumped out behind.• In your 
. to a temporary storage spot on the 

My reply to you is that excavated soils are being moved 
to a designed interim storage facility which is lined with 
asphalt and covered with an impermeable tarp. This storage 
facility was especially designed and constructed on the site 
for the safe and temporary storage of these soils. Engineering 
specifications are readily available in the Site Work Plan 
located at the public repository in Throop. Did you review 
the plan? Did you see the facility? Do you recommend some 
other location, design or techniq~es? Does this practice 
vary from what is done elsewhere? 

s. In your letter 
cleanup actions as 
and "inadequate•. 
halt to this work. 

~o Senator Specter, you characterized the 
"a public health crisis of major proportions 
In addition, you called for the immediate 

Your reasoning behind these open-ended charges is utterly 
unsubstantiated. I have enclosed for your information air 
monitoring results for dust, which have been routinely taken 
since the project began. You will be particularly interested 
in the results which took place during your visit. You will 
see that on July 27, both of the a~ea air filter results show 
lead concentrations of <0.001 mg/m • These were taken during 
the soil excavations which took place during your visit. 
These levels are below the detectable level. This office 
does not have ambient air lead levels for New York City on 
that day, but I venture to guess that had you been in Manhattan 
you would have received a higher level of exposure to lead. 



As fo~ halti~g the wo~k, I :~il t~ see ~ow t~at will addrf 
the sense of emer;ency you feel. Do you recommend that ~ 

work be done? 

I hope that upon reflection of these facts, you will 
provide for me--I a~ availa~le at your convenience and 
always have been--and the people of Throop, documents and 
facts which support your statements. Those allegations 
which cannot be substantiated, I trust will be retracted to 
help relieve the stress your remarks have caused the site 
worke~s and the citizens of Throop. In the meanwhile we 
will continue to work with experts on site and with our 
state colleagues to remediate this Site. It will be slower 
than many people (including me) would like, but our objective 
is safety, permanence, and conformity to law. It is not 
speed, and not hit and run publicity. We are in Throop for 
the long term. Please join us in this effort. 

EPA will be most pleased to provide any additional 
information to you. We would like to work with you, to 
achieve our mutual goal of protecting public health and 
the environment at the Marjol Site. 

Enclosure 

cc: Senator Specter 
Arthur A. Davis 
N. Mark Richards 

(J Sinct.ly/) 

~sMri/ 
Regional A~nistrator 


